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But Kelly was not laughing.

“You know that becoming an astronome "
people from the best schools. For you, it wi
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Kelly was sad and worried. At thirteen, she was untL:rs\g
and was totally sure of herself. Most people me_z o that sOmeo
wanted to become a track star or footbgller, Thei j d like a joke.
of Manchester wanted to become a scientist sounde
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“I know all that,” she said. “But we're always being told th Yy

i ill need all
ible. | am saying you wi
St finger to his forehead. “You
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possible, right? So

why not for me?”

“My dear,” the Professor said. “I am not saying it is im'F')H e
the help you can get. And [ think | know where to start.” He p

would not think so from looking at me, but other scientists still kno
know just the person to help you.”

He got up and went into the only other room of his tiny ﬂat.. Kelly sat,thOk'lng at’Lthe thSC\y

stacks of books and papers and the ugly old wallpaper in the little light that came rough the
dirty window. The flat had obviously never been very nice, and the Professor was not interested

enough in his surroundings to improve them.
She was remembering how the idea of becoming an astronomer had come to her. Two years
ago, a local group had organised a camping trip to the countryside. She had hardly ever been
uncomfortable and totally boring
r tent and discovered something

out of the city, and she was afraid it would be wet, freezing,
But that night, as she couldn’t sleep, she got out of he

amazing. The night air was wonderfully clear, and the stars filled the sky in numbers she had
never imagined. Looking up, she could hardly believe how huge and complicated it was. She
wanted to learn more, and as soon as she returned home she began reading, watching

documentaries and attending lectures.

She heard the Professor talking on the tele
the phone into her hand and was smiling, but he also looked quite proud. “Ther

Kelly took the phone and
This is Kelly Wakeman.” She somehow knew that this was her first real step









